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From the Village President
Dear Park Ridge neighbors,
Although this may be the President’s column, it is time for YOU to speak! Allow
me to explain.

Coming soon:
New containers
for garbage
and recycling

Stay tuned for a change
in our Village garbage
In our spring newsle�er, I mentioned the creation of a Strategic Planning Task
Force (SPTF) to assist the trustees in identifying and clarifying the Village’s needs, and recycling collection
service. The
prioritizing those needs with citizen input, and determining a strategy
Village
for managing the financial resources necessary to meet those needs
recently
over time, using professional consultants if necessary.
renewed its
I am pleased to report that the SPTF, chaired by Ma� Chitwood, truly
contract with
dedicated themselves over the summer and remained focused on their
Harter’s Fox
charge, even with all the distractions of summer (vacations, coaching youth
Valley
sports, family gatherings, etc.). The group benefited greatly from the help
Disposal of
of Nathan Sandwick, Community Development Educator for Portage
Ringle, WI. As
County UW-Extension, who has guided the group through our initial steps
with most
in the strategic planning process with assistance from his colleague, Daniel
providers in
Foth, Local Government Specialist for UW-Extension in Madison. Special
the industry,
thanks to both of them.
Harter’s is converting its
fleet of trucks to a
A major goal of the SPTF is to gather citizen
more automated and
input...to find out what YOU think. To that end,
efficient system that is
the group has scheduled and organized a public
used by more and
participation event on Wednesday, Oct. 27, 6:00
more municipalities.
p.m. - 8:00 p.m. at the Iverson Park All-Purpose
Each home is
Lodge (see pg. 3). The title of the event is “It
provided with special
Takes a Village To Imagine a Future” and it
carts which are easy to
promises to be a fun participatory workshop led
roll and place
by professional facilitators Sandwick and Foth.
curbside on the
So that we can prepare for adequate seating and
designated collection day.
supplies, please register at: h�ps://tinyurl.com/ParkRidge1027. Also, in
Harter’s trucks are
preparation for this event, please complete the on-line survey by Thursday, Oct. 21 equipped with a
at the following link: h�ps://tinyurl.com/ParkRidgeSurvey21
hydraulic lift to empty
The Village will soon need to make critical decisions about how to invest its limited and return the carts to the
same spot, allowing the
financial resources to address growing concerns about our
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from 1 - President’s le�er)

streets, water supply, fire protection, stormwater management, and
Village Hall staffing and public meeting spaces. This gathering – YOUR
ideas! – will help guide those decisions.
See you on October 27,

Steve Menzel
President/Trustee
smenzel@park-ridge.us

Fall branch pickup: October 25
The Village has contracted with First Choice Tree Service to hold a fall branch
pickup. Please have your branches and brush piled with the bu�-ends
pointing toward the street.
Have brush set out by 7 a.m. on Monday,
October 25th. Wood that is over 8"
diameter will NOT be picked up. Soil,
roots and stumps, po�ed plants, old
lumber, leaf piles, lawn clippings, and
any other non-brush yard waste will be
left on-site. If you have significant tree pruning or removal work, you are
encouraged to make your own arrangements with First Choice Tree Care
(715-342-0558) or any other tree care company of your choice. �

Volunteers Wanted
Please consider serving your Village by volunteering
your time for one of the following:
• Zoning Board of Appeals - alternate
member needed.
• Ordinance updating - we need two good
proofreaders to update and reconcile our
Village Ordinance binder.
• School crossing guard alternates needed.
• Pollworkers
Please contact the Village Clerk at clerk@park-ridge.us
to volunteer. �

(continued from 1 - Containers)

operator to control the entire
loading operation from inside
the cab. A typical pickup takes
about 15 seconds to complete.
The pickup schedule won’t
change, but Village residents
will need to stop using their
own containers in favor of
new standard containers
provided at no charge by
Harter’s. Each residence will
receive two new 95-gallon
containers – one for garbage
and one for recycling.
Residents can order additional
containers (at extra cost to the
resident) by making
arrangements directly with
Harter’s at 888-804-8556. �

Wanna stay
connected
to Village matters?
Subscribe to website
notifications
Want to keep up with what’s
happening in Village Hall?
Sign up to receive
notifications from the
Village website for postings
relating to Village board and
commi�ee meetings,
agendas, minutes, meeting
packets, news and notices.
To subscribe, go to:
h�ps://park-ridge.us/
subscribe-to-updates. �
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It Takes a

Village
To Imagine a Future
Village of Park Ridge Public Participation Event
For Strategic Planning

Wednesday, Oct. 27

6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Iverson Park All Purpose Lodge

Registration appreciated: h�ps://tinyurl.com/ParkRidge1027
The Village of Park Ridge Strategic Planning Task Force invites Park Ridge residents to

COMPLETE THIS SHORT SURVEY
by October 21
Each adult may submit one response.
Those with convenient access to the internet are encouraged to complete the survey online* at:

https://tinyurl.com/ParkRidgeSurvey21
Questions or requests for assistance regarding the survey may be directed to
Nathan Sandwick (Extension-Portage County) at 715.346.1316 or nathan.sandwick@wisc.edu.
Responses submi�ed by October 21st will be compiled and presented at the all-Village public participation
event (a participatory workshop) described above.
Everyone in Park Ridge is invited to a�end either remotely or in-person.
Further information can be found online at h�ps://park-ridge.us/.
*NOTE: If you wish to complete the survey but do not have access to the internet, a paper version of the survey is
available by contacting Village Trustee, Steve Menzel at 715-340-7228 or smenzel@park-ridge.us. Your completed
paper survey may be dropped in the mail slot next to the front door on the south side of Village Hall, or mailed to:
Village of Park Ridge; 24 Crestwood Drive; Stevens Point, WI 54481

DO YOU WANT THE NEWSLETTER EMAILED? CONTACT: CLERK@PARK-RIDGE.US

|

PAGE 3

Fall leaves and yard cleanup
Fall is the time for raking leaves and yard clean-up.
Although the Village allows for the burning of leaves and
other yard waste (Ordinance 5.14, Sect. II, 4), we do not
encourage it. We recommend composting and mulching
leaves and clippings whenever possible. Or consider taking
leaves and other yard waste to the City recycling and yard
waste drop-off site located at Bukolt Park. For hours and
information, go to: h�ps://stevenspoint.com/368/DropOff. For information on composting, go to: h�ps://
stevenspoint.com/768/Composting

Burning is discouraged, but if you
must burn...
Please comply with these Park Ridge Burning Regulations:
•

AUTHORITY OF FIRE DEPARTMENT: Per Village Ordinance, the Fire
Chief, Fire Inspector, any appointed Fire Officer, or Law Enforcement
Officer may order and/or cause to be extinguished any fire that may, in
their singular opinion, be threatening the safety of persons or property in
the Village. Non-compliance with regulations or orders of a Fire
Department Official may result in a citation.

•

BURNING HOURS: 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

•

SIZE OF PILES: Piles larger than 4'x4'x3' are prohibited.

•

FIRE LOCATION: No burning shall take place in any street
right-of-way. Approved burning shall take place 30' or more
from any structure, flammable liquid, or other material
which constitutes a potential fire hazard.

•

WIND REGULATIONS: No burning shall take place when the
wind velocity exceeds 9 M.P.H. as indicated by a credible source
or during periods when either the Village Fire Chief or the
Department of Natural Resources has issued a burning ban.

•

FIRE PREVENTION: All fires must be a�ended at all times, by a
responsible person equipped with either an operable garden hose or fire
extinguisher. ALL FIRES MUST BE extinguished before such a person
leaves the site. Fully extinguished means no heat can be felt emi�ing
from the remains of the fire. �

Firewood reminder
Village residents may only store firewood for use on their premises. And no
firewood pile may be located within the front yard or within 5 feet of any
side or rear property line, unless it is blocked from view by a fence,
landscaping or structure. (Ordinance 10.06, Sect. I, D) �

Fire safety tips for
the heating season
Cleaning and inspecting the
integrity of any wood burning
chimney is crucial to prevent fires
from starting in your chimney.
Like chimneys, an annual cleaning
and inspection of your furnace is
one way to help provide peace of
mind that your furnace is ready
for winter. Smoke and carbon
monoxide alarms are life savers.
They won’t stop a
fire, but will alert
you to the presence
of danger. Generally, ba�eries
should be changed twice per year.
The suggested time to do so is in
conjunction with daylight savings
time. �

Time to move
those RVs,
trailers and
boats!
Residents with
recreational
vehicles –
including boats,
canoes, boat and
utility trailers,
motor homes,
campers,
personal water
vehicles and kayaks – are
reminded that from November
1st through March 31st these
items are not to be stored on
any street right-of-way or
within the front setback,
including the driveway, or in a
side yard if it faces a street, for
more than 96 hours.
(Ordinance 10.06, Sect. I, E) �

DO YOU WANT THE NEWSLETTER EMAILED? CONTACT: CLERK@PARK-RIDGE.US

|

PAGE 4

Pruning and brush removal in Village right-of-way
A recent assessment identified over 70 areas along Village street rights-of-way that are in dire need of pruning and
brush removal. For safety and aesthetics this is very important, and it is the responsibility of each homeowner to
prune trees and shrubs in the Village right-of-way on their property. Per Village Ordinance 10.08, Sect. V, “No shrub,
hedge or other growth
exceeding thirty-six (36)
inches in height above
street grade shall be permi�ed in
any clear vision triangle
extending 25 feet from any street
corner within the Village. Trees
Areas Identified for Pruning
that are located in a clear vision
and Brush Removal
triangle shall be kept trimmed so
that the lowest branches
projecting over the public street or
right-of-way provide a clearance
of not less than sixteen (16) feet.”
Please refer to the map on this
page showing in red the areas
of concern. If any of these
areas include your property,
please complete the necessary
pruning by November 15, 2021,
or as soon as possible.
The Village has a long and
wonderful history of
voluntary cooperation among
its residents. However, this is
an important issue that relates
to overall safety and safe
passage for emergency and
service vehicles (a Village
service provider recently
sustained damage to a vehicle
from overhanging brush).
Therefore, please note that by
Ordinance the Village
reserves the right to hire a
firm to complete the
necessary pruning and pass
along a special charge against
the property owner’s real
estate tax bill to pay for the
work (Ord. 10.08, Sect. IV, C,
2). �
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Village of Park Ridge
24 Crestwood Dr.
Stevens Point, WI 54481

Village Board and Staff Contact Information
President:
Trustees:

Steve Menzel
Bill Dunham
Charm Fournier
Gord Renfert
Kristin Paulson

Clerk:
Treasurer:
Fire Chief:

smenzel@park-ridge.us
bdunham@park-ridge.us
cfournier@park-ridge.us
grenfert@park-ridge.us
kpaulson@park-ridge.us
clerk@park-ridge.us
Kathy Bemowski treasurer@park-ridge.us
Brian Lepper
parkridgefd52@park-ridge.us

Building Inspector:
Zoning Administrator:
Diggers Hotline:
Crossing Guard:

Jim Zepp
J.D. Manville
John Kraft
Lois Miller

jzepp55@gmail.com
jadeco@charter.net
krafty605@charter.net
clerk@park-ridge.us

715-340-7228
312-318-6762
715-344-2396
715-344-7906
715-209-7417
715-343-1590
715-343-1590
715-344-2134 (FD)
or 715 -347-6152 (cell)
715-310-3157
715-498-1111
715-498-7700
715-343-1590

Sign up for Community Alert
To receive emergency notifications from the Village of Park Ridge please sign up for Community Alert at:
h�ps://portagecountycommunityalert.bbcportal.com

Click “Sign Me Up”; provide your contact information and subscribe to receive your preferred types of
messages; Download the “Blackboard MyConnect” app. �
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